Synthesizing Sources in Your Paragraphs: A Visual Breakdown

According to the Rules for Writers, “When you synthesize multiple sources in a research paper, you create a conversation about your research topic. You show readers how the ideas of one source relate to those of another by connecting and analyzing the ideas in the context of the argument” (Hacker and Sommers 477). The key words to notice here are “you,” “conversation,” and “analysis.” 

In discussing these sources and sharing their content—whether in quotes, paraphrases, or summaries—you do not want to lose your status as author. Your critical thinking and analysis must take precedence. 

Consider this paragraph template:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Begin with a Topic Sentence that identifies a topic area and your two sources.

	_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Step 7
Compose a closing sentence that wraps up the topic, leading to the next one.
Step 6
Provide a quote, paraphrase, or summary from this source that confirms/supports/verifies a connection to the topic with detail from the text. 
Focus on your 2nd source and show how he or she connects to this topic area. 
Step 5
Step 4
Build a logical transition to your second source that establishes a compare or contrast relationship.  
Provide a quote, paraphrase, or summary from this source that confirms/supports/verifies a connection to the topic with detail from the text. 
Step 3
Focus on your 1st source and show how he or she connects to this topic area. 
Step 2
Step 1
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